
INTRODUCTION TO MODERN DANCE - DANC 1200 (F.A.)


Salt Lake Community College - 3 credit hours

Course Syllabus – 2012-2013
INSTRUCTOR:                     


E-mail:                   

Phone:

                                                 Mail-box location:
COURSE

INTRODUCTION:
The purpose of this class is to explore the fundamentals of modern dance 

movement, technique, theory and history.  Emphasis will be on locomotor skills and movement 

expression, introducing the basic dance elements of time, space, and energy.  Reading, writing


and concert attendance are part of this course. No previous dance experience is required.
OBJECTIVES/

OUTCOMES:

     1.
Learn and experience the fundamentals of modern dance movement, technique, and theory.  

Experience the enjoyment of moving and expression through movement.  

2. Explore and understand one’s personal movement style, body type, and central tendencies in 
non-verbal communication (including the connections/differences between gesture, posture, 


and dance).
3. Learn and apply basic anatomy, body mechanics, and develop a personal kinesthetic awareness 
of these.  Understand and improve proper body alignment, muscular strength, flexibility, and coordination.  Instruction will be given on the prevention and treatment of injuries common to dancers.

4. Learn about the history of modern dance as the dance of the 20th  Century with a distinctive American voice, and the diverse meld of full-body movement styles that have inspirations from all over the world. Understand (historically) the social, artistic, political, and cultural contexts within which modern dance developed and continues to evolve.
     5.   Heighten the appreciation of dance as an art form by learning to observe, discuss and write 

about dance as human expression & communication. You will develop a vocabulary to translate  
observations into movement description, discovering and supporting a personal interpretation 

and understanding of dance.

6. Understand the elements of dance expression through the exploration of time, space, and energy.  Effective expression and artistic intention through movement and the body are experienced, observed and discussed.
7. To experience and understand the interconnectedness of music fundamentals (timing, rhythm), basic anatomy (body mechanics, kinesiology), and human movement expression (elements of dance).

 TEXT:
The Dancer Prepares: Modern Dance for Beginners  by James Penrod, 


Janice Gudde Plastino,  Mayfield Publishing  (Available at the college bookstore)


You must also purchase the class packet for DANC 1200.

COURSE

REQUIREMENTS:
All students are required to:

1.
Attend and actively participate in class.  The majority of your grade will be based on 

attendance and participation.  This means:
- Full physical involvement in movement experiences.

- Informed participation in discussions.  

- Concentration and commitment in class.

- Willingness to take risks and try new things.

- Observable intellectual curiosity.

- Being ON TIME for class and appropriately dressed.  Students 




  who arrive late or leave early will loose participation points. 

Note: MAKE-UPS FOR ABSENCES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED, because experiences missed cannot be recreated.    


- If you choose not to attend, you are responsible for what occurs during your absence


 (i.e. learning movement combinations and information missed).

-A student not dressed to dance or not attempting to move & participate will not receive points



 for the class.

2.
Take tests, do written work, or other assignments as required.  Assignments and tests must be 


handed in on time for credit to be given.

3.
Purchase a three ring binder or folder to hold your class packet and journal entries.  Provide a 


notebook or notebook paper for daily journal entries that will fit in this binder with your class 


packet (8 ½ x 11 inches).

4.
Notify the instructor immediately in the event of any injury or change in health status which 

occurs before, during, or after class.  Make safety an important part of your learning 

experience.

5.
Practice mutual respect and cooperation.

GRADING:
1. 30% PARTICIPATION:  Attendance and active participation in movement, observation, 


discussion, and analysis in class will count for 30% of your final grade. 

2. 10% MOVEMENT  EXAMS: About the middle and towards the end of the semester, 

movement phrases learned will be combined into 2 to 3 minute dances.  As part of your grade, 

you will be expected to "perform" these short dances with other dancers in the class.  These 

"performances" will be during class time and the "audience" will only be the other members of 

this class.  The movement "exams" are intended to be fun and a satisfying culmination of the 

semester's work.  Dance is a performing art, and this is intended to give you a taste of 

performance.  These "exams" will be based on your improvement and effort.
3. 20% WRITTEN TESTS: A written midterm test (worth 10 %) and a written final test (worth 
another 10%) will be given from readings, class material, discussions, dance vocabulary, Modern dance history and basic anatomy/body mechanics vocabulary learned throughout the semester.  Your instructor will give you the dates for these tests.

4. 15% SELF ASSESSMENT JOURNALS:  For each day of class, you are to write a journal 

entry of concepts learned, new awareness, personal body and alignment observations, 

discussion notes, video notes, and other insights from participating in class. Journals will be 

handed in regularly for instructor feedback.  Your teacher may ask you to answer specific 

questions about your experience in class or ask you to address the questions in your book, 

pages 25 and 116. Please write legibly and in complete sentences!  

You must attach the grading rubrics from your class packet to your journal entries when   submitting to your instructor.

5. 10% RESEARCH PROJECT & ORAL PRESENTATION:   You will research a famous Modern dancer from a list given to you by your instructor. You may be asked to do this assignment with another student or in a small group.
A. Your emphasis for this research is identifying this person’s contribution to dance, more than their life story, unless that has a significant bearing on their contribution to dance.  
B. You will give an oral presentation of your findings to the rest of the class.  This oral presentation must include power-point, pictures and/or video clips and be approximately 10 minutes in length.  
C. Points will be given on substance and depth of insight, as well as organization and presentation. 

D. You will present the grading rubric from the class packet to your instructor when you give your presentation.  
E. A written bibliography, with all sources cited, must be turned-in when you give your presentation. The presentation dates will be scheduled by your instructor.
6. 15% DANCE CONCERT ATTENDANCE and WRITTEN ANALYSIS:  For the final 15% of your grade, you are required to attend a LIVE dance performance on your own time during the semester and write an analysis paper on this experience.  The purpose of this is to learn how to observe movement as a communicative art form, develop a vocabulary to translate your observations into movement description, and come to an interpretation and understanding of the feeling and/or meaning of the dance.  

A. The LIVE concert must be a performance presented by a college, university, semi-professional or professional-caliber company, such as Ballet West, Repertory Dance Theater, Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company, Odyssey Dance Company, Performing Dance Company, Utah Ballet (the last two perform at the University of Utah), or SLCC Dance Company.  All these performing groups, and others in the area, offer student discounts, so take your student I.D. when buying tickets.  A good resource to find a performance is www.nowplayingutah.com 

B. High school or dance studio recitals are NOT acceptable.  Drill teams, skating performances, 

cheerleading or dance competitions are NOT acceptable. If you have any question whether a specific performance will fill this requirement, discuss it with your instructor before you buy tickets!   

C. Upcoming dance events will be posted in your classroom, but it is your responsibility to find 
and attend a live performance by the due week so that your paper is submitted ON TIME. 
D. Keep your ticket stub or program to the concert as proof of attendance.

WRITTEN ANALYSIS PAPER:  In order to earn the points, you must write an analysis paper on the performance you attend.  In reading your analysis, it must be readily apparent that you actually attended the concert, your reactions to at least two pieces in the performance, and WHY. 

A. This is not a review as you read in the paper, but a formal analysis.  The formal analysis process will be discussed in class and format instructions and analysis guide pages are in your class packet. 
B. This analysis paper must be word processed (or typed), double spaced, and at least three to four full pages in length (12 pt font maximum). 

C. The performance attendance and analysis paper is due WEEK 14 of the semester.
For this paper, you must attach the following:

1. The grading rubric from the class packet.
2. Your ticket stub or concert program must be attached (stapled) to your written analysis paper as proof of your attendance.  
3. A print screen of your e-portfolio upload with the reflective writing component.
Points for this assignment will not be recorded towards your grade until e-portfolio upload with reflective writing is proven to the instructor by attaching a print screen to your paper when submitted.
E-Portfolio requirement:  Each student in General Education courses at SLCC will maintain a General Education ePortfolio.  Instructors in every Gen Ed course will ask you to put at least one assignment from the course into your ePortfolio, and accompany it with reflective writing.  It is a requirement in this class for you to add to your ePortfolio, and this syllabus details the assignment and reflection you are to include.  Your ePortfolio will allow you to include your educational goals, describe your extracurricular activities, and post your resume.  When you finish your time at SLCC, your ePortfolio will then be a multi-media showcase of your educational experience.

For detailed information visit http://www.slcc.edu/gened/eportfolio.  

After you have picked an ePortfolio platform, go to the corresponding help site to watch the tutorials and look at the examples so you can get started on your own:

http://slcceportfolio.yolasite.com
http://slcceportfolio.wordpress.com
http://slcceportfolio.weebly.com
If you would like to start your ePortfolio in a computer lab with a person there to help you, sign up online for one of the free workshops at the Taylorsville-Redwood, South, and Jordan libraries: 

http://libweb.slcc.edu/refilt/forms/eportfolio    You may also visit the ePortfolio Lab in the basement of the Taylorsville-Redwood Library during business hours, and staff will help you without an appointment. Finally, questions regarding the ePortfolio can be directed to eportfolio@slcc.edu. 

Your analysis paper written about the live performance you attend will be the assignment that you upload to your e-portfolio Fine Arts General Education site.  In order to receive the points for this assignment, you must attach “print screen” pages of your Fine Arts e-portfolio site with reflective writing answering both of the following questions:

1. What have you learned about yourself from participating in this dance class?  

2. What did you learn about the communicative potential (the feeling or meaning) of dance by viewing a live performance?

Grading summary:

Participation in class:


30 points (possible)

Movement Tests


10 points 

Two Written Tests:

           
20 points

Self Assessment Journal


15 points

Research & Oral Presentation

10 points

Written analysis paper on live concert 

attendance (with e-portfolio upload and

reflective writing)

   
15 points
           100 total points 

Grading will be determined as follows:
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A
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C

  93-90
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C-

  89-86
B+
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D+

  85-83
B
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D

  82-80
B-


62-60

D-

  79-76
C+


59-0

E

MEDICAL

CONSIDERATIONS: Please discuss with your instructor any chronic or recent injuries you have. If you have doubts about your health in relation to this course, consult with your instructor before beginning the class.
DRESS:   Please see DRESS, DECORUM, & ATTITUDE page in class packet.
Dancing is done BAREFOOT in modern dance.  No shoes, please, unless a medical problem requires them.  Dancing in socks or footed tights is not allowed because it is too slippery and therefore dangerous. 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION:  Emergency evacuation procedures for this classroom will be discussed by your instructor.

ADA Statement                                                                  http://www.slcc.edu/drc/


Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring accommodations or services under ADA, must contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC ).  The DRC determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of these accommodations and services for the college.   Please contact the DRC at the Student Center, Suite 244, Redwood Campus, 4600 So. Redwood Rd, 84123.  Phone: (801) 957-4659, TTY:  957-4646, Fax:  957- 4947 or by email:  linda.bennett@slcc.edu
Student Code of Conduct 

The student is expected to follow the SLCC Student Code of Conduct found at  http://www.slcc.edu/policies/docs/stdtcode.pdf  
General Education Statement:

This course is part of the General Education Program at Salt Lake Community College.  It is designed not only to teach the information and skills required by the discipline, but also to develop vital workplace skills and to teach strategies and skills that can be used for life-long learning.  While the subject of each course is important and useful, we become truly educated through making connections of such varied information with the different methods of organizing human experience that are practiced by different disciplines.  Therefore, this course, when combined with other General Education courses, will enable you to develop broader perspectives and deeper understandings of your community and the world, as well as challenge previously held assumptions about the world and its inhabitants.  You will also explore a wide variety of topics with an eye toward discovering new interests and uncovering new talents.

General Education courses teach basic skills as well as broaden a student’s knowledge of a wide range of subjects. Education is much more than the acquisition of facts; it is being able to use information in meaningful ways in order to enrich one’s life.  General Education courses focus on communication, creativity, and critical thinking skills and along with the substance of the course’s information, an appreciation of the esthetics of the area of study and its connection to the larger social web.  

This course fulfills the Fine Arts (FA) requirement for General Education.

SLCC is committed to fostering and assessing the following student learning
outcomes in its programs and courses:
* Acquiring substantive knowledge in the field of their choice
* Developing quantitative literacies
* Developing the knowledge and skills to be civically engaged
* Thinking critically
* Communicating effectively.
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